more surprising, it wasn’t his first book that got him his break.

“I wanted to write thriller novels. So I wrote what I thought was a
great thriller,” Bidulka says. “I sent it out to publishers, but while I was
waiting [ knew [ had to keep writing. So [ fell back on the oldest rule,
write what you know: I knew about mystenies, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
travel, and humour. So while I was waiting to be discovered, I started my
first Russell Quant novel.”

That initial thrller is still waiting in his desk—and Rayee Tallent, the
fictional persona he initially created for himself, stll gets rejection let-
ters to this day, Thankfully, after dropping his catchy pen name, Bidulka
found his place in the world of mystery literature with Amuse Boucke
(2003).

“1 had so much fun writing it. | really loved the chamcters and writing
about Saskatoon,” he remembers. Aflter he sent out Amuse Boucke to pub-
lishers, “immediately, | got a response.” Things have been on the
upswing ever since.

Bidulka's critical success has mirrored his quick nise as a best-selling
novelist, with cach and every book he has published prior to this point
BIDULKA continued on page 12
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